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Principal's Message
Ruth Hartnett-Carr
Dear Families,
As you read this newsletter, I have had the privilege of 
attending the Installation Mass of our new Bishop, Most 
Reverend René Ramirez. It was a wonderful celebration of 
faith, hope and community, bringing together people from 
across our Sandhurst Diocese. We look forward to Bishop 
René’s leadership and pray that God blesses him as he 
begins this important ministry among us.
Last week was filled with many moments of joy and pride, 
but two experiences for me stood out in particular.
The first was listening to our students participate in the 
Lions Public Speaking Competition across both the Middle 
and Senior areas of the school. I was incredibly proud of 
each student who stepped forward to speak. Public 
speaking can be daunting, yet these students willingly 
moved beyond their comfort zones, took risks and 
challenged themselves. Whether they were speaking 
confidently or overcoming nerves, each student 
demonstrated courage and resilience. Experiences such as 

these help children discover new strengths, build confidence 
and learn valuable lessons about themselves.
The second highlight was welcoming Sr Anne Porter back 
to St Joseph’s. Sr Anne, a previous principal of our school, 
spent time visiting classrooms and reconnecting with our 
community. It was a particularly special experience to walk 
through our Foundation learning spaces with her, knowing 
that these rooms were once the convent where she lived. As 
she shared stories of St Joseph’s from years gone by, I was 
reminded of the rich history and strong foundations upon 
which our school has been built. It was a beautiful 
opportunity to honour our past while celebrating the vibrant 
learning community our school is today.
These experiences reminded me of the wisdom of St Mary 
MacKillop, who once said:
“Never see a need without doing something about it.”
Mary’s life was marked by courage, faith and a willingness 
to step into the unknown. She understood that growth often 
happens when we embrace challenges and trust God's 
guidance. Our students demonstrated this same spirit 
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through their public speaking, showing that being 
uncomfortable is often the first step towards learning, 
growth and discovery.

As a Josephite community, may we continue to encourage 
one another to try new things, take positive risks and trust 
that God is with us in every challenge and opportunity.

Office News 
If any family would like to commence having their fees 
directly debited fortnightly or monthly this can be done at 
any time!

Next Fortnightly Debits:  31st July & 14th August
Monthly Debits 18th of each month.
If you have unexpected circumstances for the fortnight or 
month and need to stop a Direct Debit please note they are 
processed two days before the due date and so you will 
need to contact us prior to that, to put a stop on them.
If you are paying your fees in full, yearly fees are now due.
EFTPOS  and CENTREPAY are now a payment option. 
Please enquire at the office.  

If you have any queries or concerns about your payment 
commitments, please do not hesitate to come in and speak 
to Ruth. If you are wanting to amend your payment options 
please do so ASAP.  
The Term Planner can be viewed from the school website 
under news & events \ newsletters. If you have any queries, 
please call the office on 5862 1804.

Dates to Remember
Friday July 31: Seniors Lightning Premiership Yarrawonga
Tuesday Aug 4: 101 days of Prep!
Wednesday Aug 5:  Pupil Free day
Friday Aug 7 : Saint Mary Mackillop Mass & Awards
Tuesday Aug 12: African Drumming Incursion
Monday Aug 17: Dental Van Visit Begins

Bus Travellers
If your child travels home by bus, and you would like to 
mark them off due to being picked up, you can now do this 
via PAM. Instructions on how to do this have been sent via 
email.  If your child is absent, this will autmatically update 
so there is no need to mark your child off the bus.  if you 
have any queries, please contact the office.

Ruth Hartnett-Carr

"Be a gift of love and compassion for one another"
St. Mary of the Cross MacKillop

Ruby Wyatt-Carter has been working with our 
Senior Students to complete the Murals outside the student toilets.
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Foundation School News
It is hard to believe that our students are already working 
through Week 3 of Term 3! The students have settled back 
into our living and learning routines well and we are excited 
by the opportunities this term will provide.  

Literacy
In Literacy, students have been learning the digraphs sh, ff, 
ll, ss, and ck, using these sounds to build confidence in 
reading and spelling. We have also continued practising 
tricky words and developing spoken and written sentences, 
with a focus on using capital letters, finger spaces, and full 
stops.

Numeracy
In Numeracy, we have been exploring addition and 
subtraction using ten frames, number tracks, and pictorial 
equations. Students are developing confidence in solving 
problems, explaining their thinking, and applying a range of 
strategies to build strong number knowledge.

HASS - Humanities and Social Sciences. 
Our HASS learning has focused on the features of familiar 
places and the important places in our community. Students 
have explored how we are connected to these places and 
discussed simple ways we can care for and protect them.

Religious Education
In Religious Education, students have been learning about 

the Bible, discovering what it is made up of and why it is a 
special book for Christians. We have also explored what 
makes something special and how people show care and 
respect for things that are important to them.

Thank you for your continued support. Please continue to 
check the weekly bulletin regularly for upcoming events and 
important class updates.

The Foundation Team

Foundation School
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Junior School News
A Wonderful Start to Term!
Our Junior students have truly hit the ground running this 
term! It has been fantastic to see how smoothly our Grade 1 
and 2 students have transitioned back into school life. With 
strong routines firmly in place, students are feeling 
confident, settled and ready to engage in their learning each 
day. We are looking forward to an exciting term filled with 
learning, discovery, creativity and plenty of fun along the 
way!

English
Thank you to families for supporting our home reading 
program. It has been wonderful to see students bringing 
their Reader Folders to school each day and having their 
diaries signed by parents and carers. Don't forget to check 
out the activities at the back of the folders to further support 
your child's learning at home.
In class, students are continuing with the InitiaLit program 
as we review previously learned sounds, letter combinations 
and spelling patterns. This helps build a strong foundation 
for reading success.
In Writing, students have been exploring persuasive texts. 
We have been learning how authors share their opinions 
and support them with convincing reasons and examples. 
Students have enjoyed creating persuasive pieces about 
topics they are passionate about and are developing their 
ability to justify their thinking.

Mathematics
This term, our students have been busy developing their 
maths skills through hands-on learning activities.
Grade 1 students have been learning about measurement 
and patterns. They have been comparing lengths, heights 
and capacities, as well as identifying and creating repeating 
patterns. Students have enjoyed exploring these concepts 
through games and practical classroom activities.
Grade 2 students have been focusing on multiplication, 
division and shape. They have been learning how numbers 
can be grouped and shared equally, while also investigating 

the features of 2D and 3D shapes. Through hands-on 
experiences, students are building confidence and becoming 
more flexible mathematical thinkers.

Religion
Our current unit, Daily Life in Jesus' Time, has already 
provided some memorable learning experiences!
Recently, students explored foods that people may have 
eaten during the time of Jesus. Let's just say some students 
were asking for seconds, while others were politely 
wondering where the chicken nuggets were! We are 
incredibly proud of every student for being brave and willing 
to try something new.
Throughout this unit, students will learn about Jesus and 
discover what life in Nazareth may have been like during His 
time. They will explore the daily lives of people who lived 
then and make connections between the experiences of 
people in Jesus' time and their own lives today.

Science
In Science, students are investigating the Structure of 
Matter.
Students are learning to:
Explore how materials can be combined in different ways 
for particular purposes.
Describe how mixtures can have different properties from 
the materials used to make them.
Predict and compare how different materials can be 
combined to create useful products.
One of our favourite learning experiences so far has been 
investigating how foods can be mixed to create new 
products such as jelly and playdough. 

RRRR
Our current RRRR focus is 'Help Seeking.' Students are 
learning how to solve small problems, build positive 
friendships and identify trusted people they can turn to 
when they need support. These skills help students develop 
confidence, resilience and positive relationships.
Our next topic will be 'Gender Norms and Stereotypes,' 
where students will explore their own strengths and 

Junior School
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interests, learn to appreciate differences and challenge 
stereotypes in a positive and age-appropriate way.

Specialists & Kitchen Garden
Students have been thoroughly enjoying their Specialist 
classes and Kitchen Garden sessions. These experiences 
provide valuable opportunities for creativity, teamwork, skill 
development, and hands-on learning.

Please note: Specialist classes and Kitchen Garden groups 
will swap in Week 6.

Wednesday Specialists (Weeks 1–5)
Junior H & M Library & Sport
Junior C & W Art & LOTE

Friday Specialists (Weeks 1–5)
Junior H & M Music
Junior C & W Sport

Looking Ahead 
We look forward to celebrating student learning at our 
upcoming assemblies:
• Junior H & M– Week 6
• Junior C & W – Week 7

Please continue to refer to the school calendar for important 
dates, events and whole-school activities throughout the 
term.
Thank you for your ongoing support. 
The Junior Team 
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Middle School News
Term 3 is always an exciting time in the school year. While 
winter is still making itself known, there are already signs 
that spring is just around the corner. The days are becoming 
a little longer, the birds are beginning to sing a little louder, 
and the smell of freshly cut grass is starting to fill the air. For 
many of us, those signs can only mean one thing: footy 
finals season is fast approaching.
The students have returned from the holidays with 
enthusiasm and have quickly settled back into their learning 
routines. It has been wonderful to see so many students 
reconnect with their classmates, embrace classroom 
expectations and continue building upon the excellent work 
established throughout the first half of the year.
Throughout Term 3, students will continue their learning 
across English, Mathematics, Science, Humanities, Religion 
and the Four Rs, our wellbeing program that supports 
students in developing resilience, positive relationships and 
personal wellbeing.

English
Students have begun studying the Australian classic Storm 
Boy. This much-loved novel provides opportunities for rich 
discussion, comprehension and critical thinking. In Writing, 
students will focus on the Information Report genre, 
developing their ability to research, organise and present 
information effectively.

Mathematics
This term students will be exploring:
• Multiplication and Division
• Angles
• Time
• Decimals
• Mass and Capacity

Science
In Science, students will investigate Motion and the forces 
that influence movement. Later in the term, they will explore 
Colour and develop an understanding of how light affects 
the way we see and experience the world around us.

Humanities
Students will be studying Managing Earth's Resources, 
learning about sustainability, conservation and the 
responsible use of natural resources.

Religion
In Religion, students will be exploring the Gift of the Spirit 
and developing a deeper understanding of how the Holy 
Spirit guides and strengthens us in our daily lives.

Four Rs
Students will continue participating in our Four Rs wellbeing 
program, focusing on resilience, respectful relationships, self 
awareness and positive wellbeing practices.

Looking Ahead
There are plenty of exciting events still to come throughout 
the remainder of the term.
Week 4
• Middle Andrews and Middle Tyndall Assembly on Monday
• Staff Spirituality Day and Pupil Free Day on Wednesday
• Feast Day and Mary MacKillop Awards on Friday
Week 5
• Middle Arnel and Pruden Assembly on Monday
• African Drumming and Culture Incursion on Wednesday
Week 7
• Science Incursion on Thursday
Week 8
• Book Week Parade on Thursday
• Father's Day Breakfast on Friday
Week 9
• Senior Athletics Carnival on Friday
• Confirmation and First Eucharist on Sunday
Week 10
• Footy Colours Day on the final day of term
Footy Colours Day is always one of the highlights of the 
school year and provides a wonderful opportunity for 
students and staff to come together and celebrate the end 
of another successful term.

A Special Shout Out to Mr Tyndall
Our school community recently celebrated an incredible 
achievement by one of our own.
Mr Tyndall represented Australia at the 2026 Toronto 

Middle School



Page | 7

Invitational wheelchair basketball tournament in Canada 
and played a key role in helping the Australian team win the 
gold medal.
Australia produced an outstanding performance in the gold 
medal match, defeating the mighty United States, the 
reigning world champions, by 11 points. Mr Tyndall made a 
significant contribution throughout the tournament and was 
instrumental in Australia's success.
Students had the opportunity to watch a replay of the final 
quarter back at school and thoroughly enjoyed seeing 
Australia secure the victory. It was a wonderful moment for 
our students, many of whom were inspired by Mr Tyndall's 
dedication, perseverance and commitment to achieving 
excellence.
We are incredibly proud of Mr Tyndall and all that he has 
accomplished. His achievement is a fantastic reminder of 
where hard work, determination and passion can take you. 
On behalf of our entire school community, we congratulate 
Mr Tyndall and the Australian team on their outstanding 
success.

As always, thank you for your continued support. If you have 
any questions or concerns throughout the term, please feel 
free to contact your child's classroom teacher 

We look forward to another fantastic term of learning, 
growth and success for all of our students.

The Middle Team

Lions Public Speaking
Last Friday, the Mary MacKillop Centre was filled with 
confidence, courage and outstanding public speaking as St 
Joseph’s hosted the Lions Club Public Speaking Final. We 
were delighted to welcome members of the Numurkah Lions 
Club, who generously gave their time to organise and run 
the event, as well as provide adjudicators and support 
throughout the day.
Parents, staff and students gathered to listen to the 
speeches of our Middle and Senior School finalists. Students 
had first competed in class-based heats before progressing 
to the school final, demonstrating a wonderful commitment 

to planning, composing, practising and refining their public 
speaking skills.

Nine Middle School students competed, responding to the 
topic “If I Could Go Anywhere on Holidays in Australia, 
Where Would It Be and Why?” Congratulations to Lola 
Keane, Lewis Robertson, April Caccianiga, Summer Bau, 
Sophie Caccianiga, Isla Luxford. Lainey Alexander, Harper 
Gledhill and Leo Martin.
Five Senior School students then delivered their prepared 
speeches in response to the topic “If I Could Have Anyone 
for Dinner, Who Would It Be and Why?” Congratulations to 
Emma Reade, Myah Shelton, Jack Robertson, Michaela 
Penny and Kade Brennan.
Following the prepared speech section, students completed 
an impromptu speaking challenge, requiring them to think 
quickly, organise their ideas and confidently speak to an 
unfamiliar topic. All participants approached this challenge 
with maturity and determination.

We are incredibly proud of every student who took part. 
Achieving a place in the final is a significant 
accomplishment, and each student represented themselves 
and our school with confidence and poise. Their willingness 
to step outside their comfort zone and speak in front of an 
audience of peers, staff, parents and judges was 
commendable.
Congratulations to our successful students, Lainey 
Alexander in the Middle School section and Emma Reade in 
the Senior School section, who will now progress to the 
Regional Final in Rochester on Sunday 16 August. Emma 
captivated the audience with her heartfelt speech, while 
Lainey impressed judges with her engaging presentation 
about visiting Monkey Mia in Western Australia.

We wish Emma and Lainey every success as they continue 
their public speaking journey August. A sincere thank you to 
the Numurkah Lions Club for their ongoing support of this 
wonderful program. Opportunities such as these help 
students develop confidence, communication skills and 
leadership qualities that will serve them well into the future.
Congratulations to all involved on a fantastic day of public 
speaking excellence.

Middle School
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Senior School News
Dear Parents and Caregivers, 
We are certainly back into routine, with many exciting 
opportunities on the horizon! Over the past three weeks, 
students have been developing their skills in Football, 
Netball or Tee ball in preparation for the Lightning 
Premiership this Friday. We have also begun rehearsals for 
our Year 5/6 production, When I Grow Up, with students 
working diligently to learn their lines and familiarise 
themselves with the story line. 
A special congratulations to Emma, Mikayla, Kade, Myah 
and Jack, who all confidently presented their speeches to 
the Lions Club judges. We extend a particular 
congratulations to Emma, who was selected to progress to 
the next stage, and to Jack, who was awarded runner up.

Literacy 
We have commenced our study of the class novel Once by 
Morris Gleitzman. The novel follows Felix, a young Jewish 
boy living in Poland during World War II, who embarks on a 
journey to find his parents and discovers the harsh realities 
of the war. Through Felix's story, students will explore 
themes of courage, hope, friendship and resilience. 
All literacy learning for the first half of this term will be 
linked to the text. In Writing, students have been learning 
about Poland, the setting of our focus novel, and will 
develop their understanding of information reports before 
applying these skills in their own writing. 

Numeracy 
To begin the term, students completed a two week unit on 
fractions, where they learnt to identify equivalent fractions 
and add and subtract fractions with like and unlike 
denominators. 

Our next unit of learning will focus on angles. Students will 
learn how to measure, draw and classify different types of 
angles. They will also explore angle relationships and use 
their understanding to calculate unknown angles. 

Religion
Throughout the unit ‘In God's Image’, students will explore 
their identity and sense of belonging as individuals, 

members of the Church community and followers of Jesus. 
They will learn that every person is created in God's image 
with unique gifts, and consider how their choices can reflect 
values such as kindness, respect, justice and care for others. 

Science
In the unit Manipulating Light, students will investigate how 
light behaves in everyday situations, including how it 
reflects, bends and passes through different materials. 
Through hands on experiments, they will explore how we 
see colours and images and apply their learning by creating 
and testing a simple pinhole camera. 

The Senior Team

Senior School
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Library           

This term is Bookweek term- a time to celebrate books. 

In library and art we will be reading and completing 
activities on some of the best books produced in 2025. 

As part of our celebrations, in week 8, we will be conducting 
our annual Bookfair and book character dress-up day. More 
information on these events as the time approaches.

In the more immediate future, on Wednesday 12th August, 
there will be a whole school incursion titled Ghana beat my 
Drum. This is an interactive cultural school workshop and 
performance program led by artist Jonas Tandoh, featuring 
traditional African drumming, singing, dancing and 
language learning, This will be a valuable follow up to our 
African studies in Term 2. 

 Looking forward to a fun filled term celebrating books.

Mary Laidlaw

Triple A Social Skills

Saint Mary MacKillop said,

“Never See a Need Without Doing Something About It!”

At St Joseph’s, we Need to:

Have a positive Attitude, be Aware in all situations and take 
Action, especially when it matters

Our next fortnight’s Triple A Social Skill is:

Excellence
Our focus within the three areas are as follows

Attitude: Try your best 
Awareness: Show resilience in my attempts, even when it's hard

Action: Be determined, always have a go and do my best

Weeks 3 & 4
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Wow, what a busy and exciting couple of weeks we have had in Vacation Care recently!
Despite the rain for the first week our children enjoyed a wonderful variety of activities, keeping 
them engaged, active and having fun and learning (don’t tell them) throughout the holidays. 
Some of the highlights included a fantastic ten pin bowling excursion, a visit from a fire truck, 
baking delicious treats, a trip to the cinema, a fun-filled disco, and an interactive Tiny Tales 
reptile visit. There was also plenty of creative craft activities and a range of sporting games that 
kept everyone entertained.

It has been wonderful to see the children trying new experiences, building friendships, and 
creating lasting holiday memories. Their enthusiasm and participation made every activity a 
great success.
We are incredibly fortunate to have such a fantastic Vacation Care service that supports our 
working families. Providing children with a safe, engaging and enjoyable environment during 
school holidays is invaluable, and we are proud to be able to offer these opportunities for our 
community.

A big thank you to our dedicated educators for their hard work and enthusiasm in making these 
holiday experiences so memorable for all the children. We are already looking forward to our 
next Vacation Care program and would love to hear from you if you have any suggestions of 
what you would like to see included in the program.

IMPORTANT REMINDERS
*Absences. Please remember to mark your child absent as soon as you know they will not be 
attending. Our before school program is especially busy. Families are missing out on bookings 
due to some children are not being marked as absent. Moving forward if you don't mark your 
child as absent, then you will be charged.
*Next Wednesday  August 5th is a pupil free day. There are limited spaces left in care for our 
working families so if you need a place please request a day via the app or contact the office.

As always please feel free to contact us or the office if you have any questions or concerns.
Emma, Sue and the OSHC team.

St John's Parish OSHC
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Canteen
A reminder that the canteen is open Wednesday, Thursday 
& Fridays only.

If you are unable to attend on your day, can you please 
arrange a swap with someone else or as last resort let 
Crystal or Sherrin know in advance, so they are aware that 
they have no helper that day.  If you are unable to commit to 
a permanent day each month but are available to help out 
when you see a volunteer required, please contact the 
canteen or the office.
July

31st Gayle Morgan

August

5th  Volunteer

6th  Volunteer

7th  Volunteer

12th Volunteer

13th Volunteer

14th Gayle Morgan

19th  Volunteer

20th  Volunteer

21st   Volunteer

Community 
Notices

VISY  COMMUNITY  STADIUM
1-19  Parkside  Drive,  Shepparton,  VIC

SHOW DATE  SHOWTIME

FRIDAY  31st  JULY  2026 6.00 PM   to   7.00 PM

To book tickets, please email your name, preferred
showtimes and ticket numbers to...

meredithnewman@showintent.com.au
or call / text 0404-367-782

.

The Lions Club of Shepparton Inc. proudly presents 

.

ALL TICKETS ARE COMPLIMENTARY , including parent, sibling 
and carer tickets.  Thanks to sponsorship from local businesses.

*Bookings from schools, organisations, carers and families are all welcome.

Scan the QR Code to visit
the shows website and
watch highlights from

previous shows...

20262026     CIRCUSCIRCUS     QUIRKUSQUIRKUS2026  CIRCUS  QUIRKUS

One hour show. Suitable for all ages and accessible for people...
- with diverse abilities and backgrounds (wheelchair accessible)
- who might require a more flexible and inclusive environment
when attending the theatre (sensory and neurodiverse friendly).
- who are facing hardship.
- who are without access or opportunity to attend live theatre.

*Featuring moving and flashing lights, and upbeat, sometimes 
dramatic music. 

 Circus Quirkus is a one-hour, animal-free, contemporary take on your favourite,
traditional circuses of ages past, with an eclectic and entertaining mix of Circus
acts from all over the world. 

Enjoy a relaxed theatre experience with a casual attitude toward audience noise and
movement in an accessible, inclusive environment where everyone is welcome and
free to be themselves without restriction or judgement. 

mailto:meredithnewman@showintent.com.au
mailto:meredithnewman@showintent.com.au
mailto:meredithnewman@showintent.com.au
mailto:meredithnewman@showintent.com.au
mailto:meredithnewman@showintent.com.au
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